The Millennial Generation:
“confident, self-expressive, liberal, upbeat and open to change”
By: Caitlyn McCain

- Pew Social Trends Staff

Who is the Millennial Generation?
The Millennial Generation describes those who were born between 19822000.
This generation is also known as the “Y Generation”
Other Generations include:
Gen X

Boomers

Silent

G.I.

1961-1981

1943-1960

1925-1942

1901-1924

What is the Millennial
Generation?
According to the Pew Research Center, those who are part of the Millennial Generation are
“confident, self-expressive, liberal, upbeat and open to change” (Pewter Social Trends Staff).
They are:
- More Ethnically and Racially Diverse
- Less Religious
~ 25% are unaffiliated with any religion
(Pewter Social Trends Staff)
- The Most Educated Generation in the History of
America
- Are More Positive and Upbeat about their Future
Careers and Endeavors
- Are Very Self Expressive
~ Tattoos
~ YouTube
~ Social Networks
~ Piercings
- Often identify themselves as Liberals (Pewter Social Trends Staff)

Why is the Millennial Generation
this way?
The Millennial Generation has grown up in a world much different than that of the previous
generations.
Technology has become a part of their everyday lives.
- For most of their childhoods, computer technology was available to them.
- This advancement in computer technology has led to fast-paced, action
packed movies, computer games, video games, cell phones, and the internet.
-With more options for self-entertainment, the generation has grown up
expecting to be entertained at all times. They have also learned to work and
absorb information at a much faster pace.
- Because of the internet, this generation has had the freedom to quickly access
information.
Because they grew up in a time of terrorism and a controversial war, they have
different views on politics.
- They want change.
- They believe that the government should be taking more action against
such things and doing more problem solving.

Why is the Millennial Generation
this way? Cont.
The increase in technology has allowed the world to be much more accessible.
- It is much easier to be exposed to different cultures. Because of this, the millennial
generation is much more open to new ideals, varying religious beliefs, and different
practices.
- They have a better understanding of the differences between advanced nations and
third-world countries. This leads to a better appreciation for what they have and a
stronger tendency to fight for equality amongst people.
- The competition for jobs and opportunities has increased. They are not only
competing with people from the United States, but also with people from around
the world.
- This has led to a high demand for knowledge, and because of this, the
Millennial Generation is the most educated in American History.

Perceptions of the Millennial
Generation
One of the main observations regarding the millennial generation
is that they are much more liberal than previous generations....
America's Generation Y is the first to have grown up with the Internet, which leaves it the most
liberty-loving generation since the era of Andrew Jackson. Liberty, the root of what meant to
the founders' generation "liberal," describes freedom from control and interference, particularly
by government. And there is no domain so free from government as the Internet.
- Jim Burkee

This can be seen through their interactions and self-expression, their
religious beliefs, their openness to diversity, and their political beliefs.

According to a study performed by the New Politics Institute...
“Millennials are more likely than any others to hold opinions considered to be “liberal” or
“progressive” across virtually all issue clusters: economic intervention, environmental
protection, security, crime, education, and social issues.”

Perceptions of the Millennial
Generation
I agree with the perception that the
Millennial Generation is much more liberal
than previous generations.

What is Liberalism?
Merriam-Webster describes Liberalism as:
“a political orientation that favors social progress by reform and by
changing laws rather than by revolution.”
Liberal Vs. Conservative

What is Liberalism?
Ideas supported by Liberals:
- Government action to achieve equal opportunity and equality for all;
the government should guarantee that no one is in need
- Pro-choice
- Support Affirmative Action
- Would like to abolish the death penalty
- Would like a Market Economy with Government policies and
intervention
- Supports research for alternative energy sources
- Government taking action against Global Warming
- Supports free or low-cost government controlled health care
- Supports the separation of church and state
- Supports same sex marriage
- Supports welfare (including long-term welfare)

The Millennial Generation:
Liberal
Why:
Knowing what we do about about the Millennial Generation, it is
easy for me to see why they would support many of these liberal
views.
- Because they want the government to take more action to
make changes and “fix” the problems in our country, it is easy to
see why they would support government intervention in the
economy, global warming, and affirmative action.
- Because they want equality, it is easy to believe that they
would support health care, welfare, and same sex marriages.

The Millennial Generation:
Liberal
When:
The extent of liberalism in the Millennial
Generation became apparent in the 2008
Presidential Elections.
A newscast on CNN discussed the amount of
influence the liberal beliefs of the Millennial
Generation would have on the Presidential
Elections. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtca43SQcKE)
The participation of the Millennial Generation
was a huge part of this election. Their votes
ultimately led to President Obama's win.
-The immense support was not based on
Obama himself, but on the amount of
change and problem solving he promised
the government would give.

The Millennial Generation:
Liberal
Here is another chart which supports the
claim that most of the Millennial
Generation is Liberal.
In this chart, you can see that in 2008, a
large majority of the youth voters
supported the Democratic Party.
As seen on the chart, these votes were
aged from 18-29. This means that they
were all part of the Millennial
Generation.
The Democratic Party, also known as
the “Left” side, promotes most of the
liberal views.

The Millennial Generation:
Liberal
Because the Millennial Generation
is much more self expressive than
previous generations, they are
more willing to promote their ideals
and beliefs.
- This became apparent in the
2000 and 2004 elections, for the
percentage of young voters began
to increase.
- As the amount of voters from
the Millennial Generation began to
increase, the amount of votes
supporting the Democratic Party
also began to increase.

The Millennial Generation: Liberal
The Millennial Generation is perceived by society
as being much more liberal than previous generations, and I agree with that
assessment.
The ideals and beliefs that they had acquired through their life experiences
has led them to having very liberal beliefs.
While they do not represent a large percentage
of the population, they are very open
about their beliefs and comfortable expressing them.
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